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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Continued Prosecution Application 

1. This action is in reply to applicant's CPA(Paper #17) and applicant's Amendment F also 
filed 2/4/02 with respect to this CPA. 

2. Applicant amended claims 30,36. 

3. Claims 30-42 are pending and were examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 30-42 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Lancelot(US Pat. No: 
5,946,659) in view of Jachmann(US Pat. No: 5,146,439) in view of Evans(US Pat. No: 
5,924,074) and further in view of Medical-ogids Logicon and related products. MedicaLogic is 
disclosed in four MedicaLogic press releases dated: January 27, 1997, February 17, 1997, 
October 27, 1997 and November 10, 1997. MedicaLogic is also disclosed in a June 1996 article in 
Health Management Technology by Dunbrack and in a June 5, 1995 article in Network World of 
June 5, 1995 by Messmer. 

6. (AMENDED) As per claims 30 and 36, Lancelot teaches a computer-implemented method for 
automating administrative procedures in a medical office,said method comprising the steps of: 
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maintaining an office automation system configured to automatically perform a plurality of 
labor intensive tasks relating to administration of physician transcription tapes in order to reduce 
manpower requirments and overhead costs to run a medical office, the office automation system 
including a database containing provider information and patient information(Fig 1 A/19)(Figs 
10/1010)(Fig 1 1/1 1 10)(Fig 12)Jachman teaches a complete integrated records managment system 
having the capability to record and transcribe dictation which may be utilized by 
physicians(Abstract)(col 2 lines 28-45)(col 4 line 37-68)(col 5 lines 46-67). Lancelot shows 
automation system in Fig. IB with a description of the system in the paragraph starting on column 
4, line 12. Jachman teaches inputting digital representations of the contents olf a plurality of 
physician transcription tapes to the automation system (Abstract)(col 2 lines 28-45)(col 4 line 37- 
68)(col 5 lines 46-67). Lancelot teaches generating reports from the office automation system, 
automatically populating fields in the reports with information from the database where 
appropriate; and discloses a database on column 6, line 50. Several reports are shown in Figures 
10 to 12. In Figure 1 1, a choice list is shown which allows the user to populate the report with 
information from the database, supporting performance of one or more administrative tasks by an 
off-site service provider, including managing an electronic information exchange between the 
off-site service provider and the office automation system(Fig 1 1/1 140). Lancelot teaches one or 
more administrative reports being of a type selected from a group consisting of departmental 
managment reports including pending or daily patient visits(Fig 9/905)(Fig 1 1/1 1 10).Jachmann 
teaches daily revenue transaction reports(col 2 lines 28-45)(col 4 line 37-68)(col 5 lines 46-67). 
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Evans teaches including telephone conferences and office conferencesFig (6/134)(col 1 1 lines 66- 
col 12 line 8) and deposition testimony trial and arbitration testimony(Fig 5/124)(col 14 lines 59- 
64) as well as editing dictation(col 15 lines l-67).Evans teaches workload status reports including 
reports relating to the status of rough drafts, medical record reviews(Fig 2/1 12/1 16)(Fig 
5/152)(Fig 7).Lancelot teaches bill reports(Fig 1 1/1 1 10) Jachmann teaches transcription status 
reports including reports relarting to the status of pending dictations with physician for dictation 
and signature(Abstract)(Fig 2A/180/170). Lancelot teaches a chart location report(col 6 lines 36- 
67). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the incvention to combine 
Lancelot in view of Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to 
combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann is to teach a medical records management operation for 
merging data, which can be combined with transcribed information so that dasta files are updated 
accordingly as enunciated by Jachmann(col 2 lines 45 -60). Furthermore, it would also have been 
obvious to one skilled in ther art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of 
Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine is to teach 
a a method of using an electronic medical records system having a patient data repository 
including obtaining a patient identifier, location of patient records and managing a patient care 
repository as enunciated by Evans(col 3 lines 4-44).Finally, Medicalogic teaches the 
computer-implemented subscription service of claim 30, wherein the requested office 
administration task comprises chart preparation.Electronic charts are disclosed by MedicaLogic in 
the January 27, 1997 press release in fourth paragraph.lt would have been obvious to one skilled 



Application/Control Number: 09/227406 
Art Unit: 2164 



Page 5 



in the art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann in view of Evans 
and firther in view of MedicaLogic to teach all the above. The motivatiuon to combine is to teach 
a complete patient data repository system performed electronically relating to diagnosis, 
transciption of physician analyses and orders as enunciated by MedicaLogic. 
7. As per claims 31 and 37, Medicalogic teaches a computer-implemented subscription service for 
automating administrative procedures in a medical office, said subscription service comprising: 
maintaining a database at a subscriber service center, said database containing information relating 
to a plurality of subscribers: providing each of said subscribers with a computer-based office 
automation system configured to exchange data electronically with said subscriber service center; 
receiving at said subscriber service center a request for performance of an office administration 
task(including transancription) and performing the requested office administration task at said 
subscriber service center; and electronically transmitting information relating to performance of 
the office administration task back to said computer-based office automation system. These 
features are shown starting in the first paragraph on the second page of the February 17, 1997 
MedicaLogic press release which describes the features of Logician 4.2. Links to any clinical data 
repository, electronic links and administrative tasks are disclosed. Database functionality is also 
disclosed in the Network World article of June 5, 1995 on the second column. MedicaLogic 
discloses subscription service in the- Dunbrack article. On page 34, first column, MedicaLogic 
integrated Logicon with Reynolds and Reynolds' R2000 product. On the same page on the next 
column, it was disclosed that Reynolds and Reynolds' R2000 has been implemented in almost 100 
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service bureaus. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the incvention 
to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The 
motivation to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann is to teach a medical records management 
operation for merging data, which can be combined with transcribed information so that data files 
are updated accordingly as enunciated by Jachmann(col 2 lines 45 -60). Furthermore, it would also 
have been obvious to one skilled in ther art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in 
view of Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine is 
to teach a a method of using an electronic medical records system having a patient data repository 
including obtaining a patient identifier, location of patient records and managing a patient care 
repository as enunciated by Evans(col 3 lines 4-44).Finally, Medicalogic teaches the 
computer-implemented subscription service of claim 30, wherein the requested office 
administration task comprises chart preparation. Electronic charts are disclosed by MedicaLogic in 
the January 27, 1997 press release in fourth paragraph.lt would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann in view of Evans 
and firther in view of MedicaLogic to teach all the above. The motivatiuon to combine is to teach 
a complete patient data repository system performed electronically relating to diagnosis, 
transciption of physician analyses and orders as enunciated by MedicaLogic. 
8. As per claim 32 and 38, Medicalogic the computer-implemented subscription service of claim 
30, wherein the requested office administration task comprises transcription of a dictation tape. 
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MedicaLogic discloses transcription in the January 27, 1997 press release.lt would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the incvention to combine Lancelot in view of 
Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine Lancelot in 
view of Jachmann is to teach a medical records management operation for merging data, which 
can be combined with transcribed information so that dasta files are updated accordingly as 
enunciated by Jachmann(col 2 lines 45-60). Furthermore, it would also have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann and further 
in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine is to teach a a method of using an 
electronic medical records system having a patient data repository including obtaining a patient 
identifier, location of patient records and managing a patient care repository as enunciated by 
Evans(col 3 lines 4-44).Finally, Medicalogic teaches the computer-implemented subscription 
service of claim 30, wherein the requested office administration task comprises chart 
preparation.Electronic charts are disclosed by MedicaLogic in the January 27, 1997 press release 
in fourth paragraph.lt would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann in view of Evans and firther in view of 
MedicaLogic to teach all the above. The motivation to combine is to teach a complete patient 
data repository system performed electronically relating to diagnosis, transciption of physician 
analyses and orders as enunciated by MedicaLogic. 

9. As per claims 33 and 39, Evans teaches the computer-implemented subscription service of 
claim 23, wherein the information relating to performance of the office administration task 
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comprises a computer file containing a transcription of the dictation tape(Fig 
14/227).MedicaLogic also discloses transcription in the January 27, 1997 press release and the 
methodology is explained in the bottom of the first page and top of the second page. It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the incvention to combine Lancelot in 
view of Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine 
Lancelot in view of Jachmann is to teach a medical records management operation for merging 
data, which can be combined with transcribed information so that dasta files are updated 
accordingly as enunciated by Jachmann(col 2 lines 45-60).Furthermore, it would also have been 
obvious to one skilled in ther art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of 
Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine is to teach 
a a method of using an electronic medical records system having a patient data repository 
including obtaining a patient identifier, location of patient records and managing a patient care 
repository as enunciated by Evans(col 3 lines 4-44).Lancelot discloses a computer-implemented 
method for automating administrative procedures in a medical office as shown in claim 13 above 
with an off-site service provider, but does not disclose off-site tape transcription. Jachmann 
discloses off- site tape transcription as shown in column 3, line 12 and medical office uses are 
disclosed in the abstract. It would have been obvious to combine Lancelot and Jachmann since the 
addition of off-site transcription is disclosed by Jachmann and would make Lancelot's application 
more useful. Finally, Medicalogic teaches the computer-implemented subscription service of claim 
30, wherein the requested office administration task comprises chart preparation.Electronic charts 
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are disclosed by MedicaLogic in the January 27, 1997 press release in fourth paragraph.lt would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in 
view of Jachmann in view of Evans and firther in view of MedicaLogic to teach all the above. The 
motivatiuon to combine is to teach a complete patient data repository system performed 
electronically relating to diagnosis, transciption of physician analyses and orders as enunciated by 
MedicaLogic. 

10. As per claim 34 and 40, Jachmann teaches the computer-implemented method of claim 33 
further comprising the step of receiving a transmission of a transmission of a transacription from 
an off-site provider(F2A/l 10/120/1 50/1 70/1 80).It would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art at the time of the incvention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann and further in view of 
Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann is to teach a 
medical records management operation for merging data, which can be combined with transcribed 
information so that dasta files are updated accordingly as enunciated by Jachmann(col 2 lines 45- 
60).Furthermore, it would also have been obvious to one skilled in ther art at the time of the 
invention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the 
above. The motivation to combine is to teach a a method of using an electronic medical records 
system having a patient data repository including obtaining a patient identifier, location of patient 
records and managing a patient care repository as enunciated by Evans(col 3 lines 4-44).Lancelot 
discloses a computer-implemented method for automating administrative procedures in a medical 
office as shown in claim 13 above with an off-site service provider, but does not disclose off-site 
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tape transcription. Jachmann discloses off- site tape transcription as shown in column 3, line 12 
and medical office uses are disclosed in the abstract. It would have been obvious to combine 
Lancelot and Jachmann since the addition of off-site transcription is disclosed by Jachmann and 
would make Lancelot's application more useful. Finally, Medicalogic teaches the 
computer-implemented subscription service of claim 30, wherein the requested office 
administration task comprises chart preparation. Electronic charts are disclosed by MedicaLogic in 
the January 27, 1997 press release in fourth paragraph.lt would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann in view of Evans 
and further in view of MedicaLogic to teach all the above. The motivation to combine is to teach 
a complete patient data repository system performed electronically relating to diagnosis, 
transciption of physician analyses and orders as enunciated by MedicaLogic. 
1 1. As per claim 35, Medicalogic teaches the computer-implemented subscription service of claim 
30, further comprising the step of generating a report from the computer-based office automation 
system using the information relating to performance of the office administration task.lt would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the incvention to combine Lancelot in 
view of Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine 
Lancelot in view of Jachmann is to teach a medical records management operation for merging 
data, which can be combined with transcribed information so that dasta files are updated 
accordingly as enunciated by Jachmann(col 2 lines 45-60).Furthermore, it would also have been 
obvious to one skilled in ther art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of 
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Jachmann and further in view of Evans to teach the above. The motivation to combine is to teach 
a a method of using an electronic medical records system having a patient data repository 
including obtaining a patient identifier, location of patient records and managing a patient care 
repository as enunciated by Evans(col 3 lines 4-44). Finally, Medicalogic teaches the 
computer-implemented subscription service of claim 30, wherein the requested office 
administration task comprises chart preparation.Electronic charts are disclosed by MedicaLogic in 
the January 27, 1997 press release in fourth paragraph.lt would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention to combine Lancelot in view of Jachmann in view of Evans 
and further in view of MedicaLogic to teach all the above. The motivation to combine is to teach 
a complete patient data repository system performed electronically relating to diagnosis, 
transciption of physician analyses and orders as enunciated by MedicaLogic. This feature is 
disclosed in the February 17, 1997 MedicaLogic press release on the third full paragraph of the 
second page. 

12. As per claim 41 Lancelot teaches a computer readable storage medium of claim 36 wherein 
the computer storage medium comprises a portable storage device(Fig IB). 

13. As per claim 41 Lancelot teaches a computer readable storage medium of claim 36 wherein the 
computer storage medium comprises a memory of a computer(Fig IB/41/46). 

Conclusion 

14 THIS ACTION IS MADE NON FINAL. 
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Art Unit: 2164 

Questions concerning this communication should be addressed to the examiner, Dr. Geoffrey 
Akers, P.E. who can be telephoned at (703)-306-5844 between the hours of 6:30 AM and 5:00 
PM Monday through Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MrTVincent Millin, SPE, may be contacted at (703)-308-1065. 




